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Pitch Repair 
“The ravages of a wet 

Football season have had 
severe impact on Melbourne’s 

Turf cricket pitch tables”. 

Issue 1 August 2013. 

Attention Curators 
With the football season almost over Curators will be turning 
their attention to repairing Centre Wicket tables prior to the 
start of the Cricket season. 

It won’t be long before Batters and Bowlers are blaming the 
pitch for their own inadequacies and Captains perhaps giving 
subtle hints as to what should be done to the wicket for day two 
of the game. 

Anco can provide Turf, Seed and fertilizer for all of your Pitch 
requirements. If you need advice or help in renovating your 
square we can be of assistance with that too.  

 

 

What this issue covers. 

• What to do now 
 

• Scarifying 
 

• Top Dressing 
 

• Fertiliser types 
 

• Seed or Turf 
 

• Turf Types 
 

• Before the first game 
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The Repair Process 

When seeding and or Turfing it is 
advisable to use a Complete NPK 
Fertiliser. The NPK Ratio 
contained in this type of fertilizer is 
suitable for enhancing root 
development and aids in speeding 
up the establishment phase. 

Anco Lawn Starter is ideal at this 
time of year and is available in 20kg 
re-sealable tubs. 

Fertiliser 

Once the turf or seeded area is 
established, we recommend using a 
High Nitrogen Lawn Food. Nitrogen 
enhances leaf growth and stolen 
extension. It will green up the 
established turf and aid in a fast repair 
of worn turf.  

Anco Vigour Lawn food is ideal for 
use throughout the season. Apply at 
2kg per 100 square metres and 
thoroughly wash it in.  

Liquid fertilisers are ideal for 
cricket wickets and can be used in 
conjunction with Anco Lawn 
Food.  

If your pitch has been severely damaged you will need to perform the following 
steps prior to Turfing or seeding. 

• Monitor the table for the rest of the football season and light roll whenever 
possible. 

• Fill any low spots that occur with a small amount of dry wicket soil. Do not 
overfill small holes as this will create high spots. 

• Once the wicket is dry and rolled scarify the surface vigorously and remove 
debris by broom sweeping and a final mowing with catchers. This will remove 
the fine debris. 

• Topdress and laser level the surface if it needs it. If your levels are OK just 
Topdress and use a Level Lawn tool to spread the new soil evenly. 
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The soil type for cricket wickets 
needs to be a clay type and low in 
salts. Melbourne wickets were 
traditionally constructed using 
Merri Creek black clay. Since the 
90’s several other soil pits have 
opened and supplied wicket soil. It 
is preferable not to use soil of a 
different type when topdressing as a 
layering effect occurs. This results 
in uneven bounce and slow flat 
pitches that break open quickly. 

Prior to topdressing, the Wicket 
table should be scarified in several 
directions and the fine material and 
debris swept off. This provides a 
surface that the new soil can be 
“keyed into”. This practice is one of 
the components of achieving a hard 
surface to play on. It also reduces 
layering of the soil profile. 

Topdress the wicket table with a 
good quality soil and laser level the 
surface. After Topdressing apply 
Lawn Starter fertilizer prior to 
Turfing or seeding. 

Instant Turf can be laid on the 
table after topdressing and 
fertilizing. Santa Ana couch is the 
most popular variety and performs 
well in Melbourne. 

When laying the Turf ensure there 
are no gaps between the rolls as 
cracks will appear in any bare areas 
when pitches are prepared and 
dried out for play. Ensure the newly 
laid turf is kept moist at all times 
until it has developed a root system. 

Once the turf is established, mow it 
down and regularly scarify the new 
turf to remove thatch and 
encourage lateral growth. Another 
light topdressing will get the surface 
extremely level. A few mm of soil 
over the surface should suffice if the 
leveling prior to turfing was done 
correctly. 

Seed can also be used as a 
replacement for turf wickets and 
Fineleaf ryegrass pitches can 
provide a great surface for one and 
two day games. Sow the Ryegrass 
blend (Anco Premium Wicket Mix) 
at 5-7 kg per 100 square metres and 
keep the seeded area damp until the 
seed has germinated. When the 
new seedlings cannot be pulled out 
they should be mown. Reduce the 
height gradually and never mow 
more than 1/3 of the leaf length off 
at one time. Fertilise the Ryegrass 
pitch every 3 - 4weeks with a High 

Nitrogen lawn food during the 
season. 

Turf Repairs can be carried out 
during the season using patches of 
washed turf laid over bare areas 
created by Batters and bowlers. 
Ensure the new turf is kept moist 
until it has rooted in. 

Soil, Turf 
and Seed 

Soil Types 
Washed Turf 
Turf varieties 

Seed blends 
Laying turf 

Sowing seed 

Anco Premium Wicket 
mix is available in 20 kg 

bags. 

Anco Seed and Turf Pty Ltd 

Cranbourne and Torquay 

Freecall 1800 010 110. 

www.ancoturf.com.au 
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